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PURPOSE
The purpose of my research is to illustrate the role of algorithmically-produced writing in the writing field. To be more specific, my research will shine a light on the impact of so-called “robo-writers” in the writing industry (publication, online blogging, etc.) today, and whether this impact is generally good or bad. I am hoping to uncover connections between robo-written content and recent trends in the writing industry, and analyze these connections in a meaningful way. Questions I want to answer are: 
· How prevalent has the use of robo-written content become? 
· Do robo-writers present a significant threat to professional writers? 
· How does the quality of writing produced by an algorithm compare to the quality of writing produced by a person? 
· Will a program ever be able to produce a well-crafted novel? 
· How can you tell the difference between computer-written content and human-written content.

BACKGROUND
I have a deep interest in creative writing, and literature in general. I have always been interested in the way writing shapes human life. Naturally, I also have an interest in the way writers craft their writing to be masterful while remaining specific to their sense of style and unique experiences. Because I am exploring a future career in the writing industry, I want to be well informed of the challenges and threats to the industry, as well as be aware of new technologies that have an impact on the way writing is done. 
SIGNIFICANCE
The concern that drives this proposal is that developing a reliance on technology for writing will ultimately be detrimental to society, because it will remove the human essence of writing that makes it significant in the first place. For instance, if this proposal had been written by an algorithm, the significance would be taken out of it. Access to algorithms that do writing for you would have major negative side effects on students, especially high school students, who would lose any educational benefit writing has if they were to rely on programs that can do it for them. Additionally, the rising use of robot-written material presents a threat to writers everywhere, especially to professional writers. Robo-written content has already appeared in major publications like The Washington Post (Stanekt). But even the creative writing field is at risk as well, with programs being able to take general inputs and craft entire stories (Bridge). Writers (who often-time aren’t paid well-enough to begin with) are increasingly having to compete with machines that can do their jobs for free—not as well, of course, but still free, and corporations are more than willing to sacrifice quality for cheapness (Wig). 


[bookmark: _GoBack]DESCRIPTION 
For this paper, I will mostly be using online articles for my research, found with Ebsco. I will also be using actual texts found in the library. I am particularly interested in acquiring data and statistics that relate to my research topic in order to help strengthen my points. I therefore anticipate reading a lot of reports of experiments and cases. Additionally, I anticipate reading analysis of social, political, scientific, etc., conditions revolving around the issue. My thesis is this: The proliferation of writing produced by algorithms presents a danger to the writing industry and society as a whole. 
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APPROVAL REQUEST 
I expect this research project to be enlightening and instructive, not only for myself but for writing field as well. I hope to come to a better understanding of how robo-writing will affect the world. I officially request approval to conduct this research.


Intro


Describe the problem, why it is important; Introduce thesis.



My Argument


Robo-written material encourages laziness and will lead to an overall degradation of human knowledge, and is a threat to the writing industry.


Opposing Argument


Robo-written material allows content to be published cheaper than ever before, which allows for more content to be produced and overall proliferation of knowledge.


My Response


The inherent humanness of writing, which gives it it profoundity, is lost without a human writer; and although more reading content will be available, without human involvement, people will likely lose interest. 


Conclusion 


Although the proliferation of robo-written content has both pros and cons, there are more cons than pros. 



